CAUGHT WITH CURB APPEAL
PHOEBUS
HAMPTON VA

NEIGHBORHOOD
HISTORY
(Period of Significance: 1874-1957)
Phoebus was originally a settlement that developed in the
17th century along the banks of Mill Creek as a stopover
between Hampton and Norfolk. In 1874, it became an
incorporated town called Chesapeake City within Elizabeth
City County and the current gridiron plan was laid. The
town continued to grow through the Reconstruction period
with the addition of railroad and streetcar lines, assisting
in the development of a central commercial corridor
(Mellen Street) flanked by supporting residential areas.
In 1900, Chesapeake City’s name was changed to Phoebus
in honor or Harrison Phoebus, who developed the Hygeia
Hotel, a major tourist attraction at Old Point Comfort,
which facilitated both business and leisure travel through
the town. In 1952 it was annexed by the City of Hampton.
After the completion of the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel
in 1957, development within Phoebus came to a halt due
to the elimination of traffic hrough the town.

HOUSING TYPES &
CHARACTERISTICS
The prevalent housing types in Phoebus represent those
that were popular during its main growth at the turn
of the 20th century (1900-1930).

QUEEN ANNE

FOLK VICTORIAN

• In Phoebus, the Queen Anne examples come in a
variety of forms. The majority of examples feature
front porches, but these range in style from full one
story front facing to partial two story. There are
also a few examples of wrap around porches.
• Curb appeal recommendations for Queen Anne
homes include:
- Repair historic wood details, particularly decorative
elements on porches and cladding, particularly
patterned shingles.
- Maintain historic roofs, particularly slate.
If replacement is required, do so in kind.
- Highlight decorative features with periodappropriate paint palettes (see General Guide
for examples and suggestions).
- Fences can be painted wooden pickets or
cast/wrought iron.

• In Phoebus, the Folk Victorian examples are
typically one story with a full front porch and
standing seam metal roofs. Porch roofs vary
from flat to shed to shallow hipped roofs.

Low-pitched gable roof
(occasionally hipped)
with wide, unenclosed
eave overhang

• Curb appeal recommendations for
Folk Victorian homes include:
- Repair historic wood details, especially
on front porches. Repair or replace
damaged or missing elements.
- Highlight decorative features with periodappropriate paint palettes (see General
Guide for examples and suggestions).
- Maintain historic metal roofs.
If replacement is required, do so in kind.
- Fences can be painted wooden pickets
or cast/wrought iron.

Front, side, or
cross gable roofs
as well as hipped

Steeply pitched
roof of irregular
shape, usually with
a dominant front
facing gable

Columns frequently
extend to ground
level – no break
at porch floor level

Decorative false
beams or braces
under gables

CRAFTSMAN

Roof-wall junction can be
open or closed (closed cornice
brackets are common)

• In Phoebus, Crafts an homes are primarily
bungalows; however, there are some foursquare
examples throughout the district.
• Curb appeal recommendations for Crafts an
homes include:
Simple window
surrounds,
sometimes with
a pediment

Patterned
shingles

The following recommendations have been
written to comply with the Standards. If your
resource is noncontributing to the district,
these recommendations are still best
practice to ensure a cohesive streetscape
throughout the district as a whole.

Asymmetrical façade with
partial or full-width porch,
which is usually one story
high and extended along
one or both side walls

Porches, either full
or partial width
with roof supported
by tapered square
columns

- Remove modern coverings from
eaves to expose character-defini g
details, such as shallow profile
brackets or exposed rafter tails. Use
period-appropriate paint palettes to
highlight details (see General Guide
for examples and suggestions).

- Exterior brick elements should remain
unpainted in Crafts an examples.
- Retain original windows as feasible.
If replacement is required, match existing
window dimensions exactly.
Basic house forms
(symmetrical I-houses
or L-shaped)

Lace-like corner brackets
and jigsaw-cut trim;
ornamental detail is
confined to the porch
and main cornice

- Fences should be made of painted or stained
wood. Cast iron is not an appropriate fencing
material for Crafts an examples. In some
cases, small brick or stone walls can be
used to separate the front yard from the
public sidewalk.

PRESERVATION
INCENTIVES
Overview of Secretary of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and Historic Rehabilitation Tax credits
In addition to being eligible for the Curb Appeal Matching
Grants, the Phoebus neighborhood is also a National
Register (NR) and Virginia Landmarks Register (VLR)
listed Historic District, which allows property owners to
utilize other rehabilitation incentives, specifi ally State and
Federal rehabilitation tax credits. Virginia Landmarks
and National Register Historic Districts contain both
contributing and non-contributing resources. Depending
on their use, contributing properties are eligible for state
and federal tax credits. The 20% federal tax credit is available for income-producing properties in National Register
listed district only, while the 25% Virginia state credit is
available for all contributing buildings within Virginia
Landmarks Register districts. In some cases, a person can
qualify for both programs for a combined 45% tax credit.
The program is a three-step process and requires that the
scope of work for these projects, along with documentation
in the form of photographs and architectural drawings,
be reviewed and approved by the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources (and the National Park Service for
projects that qualify for federal credits). Tax credit projects
are reviewed for compliance with the Secretary of the

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, which are a broad
set of rules designed to assist in developing appropriate
building treatments and are outlined in the General Curb
Appeal Guide.

RESOURCES
Phoebus Master Plan I hampton.gov/documentcenter
Phoebus National Register Nomination I
dhr.virginia.gov/registers
Virginia Dept of Historic Resources I dhr.virginia.gov
• Style Guides
- Classic Commonwealth Style Guide (2015)
- New Dominion Virginia Style Guide (2014)
• List of tradesmen
• Tax credit information
National Park Service I nps.gov
• Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
• Tax credit information
• Preservation Briefs
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